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Who Do You Say That | Am?

| once knew a very devout woman whose adult
godchild had fallen away from the practice of
the faith. This godchild still believed in God, and
even felt a sense of belonging in the Church. He
was a good and kind person. But poor catechesis
and a society that confuses pleasure with joy had
left him lax in practice, without an appreciation
of the sacraments. He was making choices that
threatened his soul.

His godmother wanted more for him. She
planned to speak with him about his life, hoping
to encourage him to return to the practice of the
faith. She knew that, when she brought this up,
he would reply that it wasn’t important to attend
Mass or to receive the Eucharist, that was all just
“extra.”

She told me that she was going to begin their
conversation by asking him the question Jesus
poses to Peter in Matthew 16:15 — the critical
qguestion in all our lives, the question whose
answer will define what we become in this world
and the next.

Her godson knew the answer. She was confident,
unshakably, that he did. He may have forgotten
it or ignored it. He may have tried to convince
himself he wasn’t entirely sure. He may have
refused to give an answer. But he knew it. He
knew the answer.

There is a reason that, after Peter’s response,
Jesus gives him the keys to the kingdom of
heaven.

“Who do you say that | am?”
Let our whole lives be our answer.

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
— Matthew 16:16

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
Why are Catholics required to give money to

the Church?

Answer:

Offering money and other goods to God and
the Church is, before all else, a statement

of gratitude. We see this when we look at
how our spiritual ancestors showed their
gratitude to God for the gifts they had
received (e.g. Genesis 14:18-20 and Genesis
28:16-22). One of the ways they offered
thanks to God was through a practice called
“tithing,” in which 10 percent of a person’s
goods (crops, livestock, money, etc.) were
given back to God.

Today, the practice of tithing — giving 10
percent — is still common in many Protestant
communities, but it is not required for
Catholics. Instead, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church teaches us that, “The faithful
also have the duty of providing for the
material needs of the Church, each according
to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This
means that, although we are not bound to
practice “tithing” in the traditional sense,

we do share a responsibility to share our
money or other resources with our parish
communities. Like our spiritual ancestors,

we give as a sign of our gratitude for the
many gifts that God has given to us. Beyond
this, we also share our resources with other
Catholic organizations to help them finance
their ministries, to continue and grow their
outreach to the poor and the needy, and to
provide just wages for their employees.

How much we give depends on our
individual circumstances, but since we share
a responsibility for the programs, outreach,
and health of our parish communities and
Catholic organizations, this question gives
us a wonderful opportunity to ask some
important questions about the quality

of our giving and what our priorities are.
Remember, we are only stewards of our time,
talents, and treasures and as the First Letter
of Peter reminds us, “As each one of you has
received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied graces”
(4:10).
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“l will give you the
keys to the kingdom of
heaven. Whatever you
bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and
whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then he strictly
ordered his disciples to
tell no one that he was
the Christ.

= Mile:19-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

SHOPLOCAL
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EAT LOCAL.
ENJOY LOCAL

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them. Please encourage and
remind others to show their support
and shop local.

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading

The Lord condemns Shebna (the master of King Hezekiah’s
palace) for ignoring Isaiah’s prophetic warning and gives
to Eliakim the authority and honor that belonged to
Shebna. What helps you stay focused on following God’s
commandments?

Second Reading

Paul celebrates the wisdom and knowledge — the mystery
— of God. If you could ask God one question, what would
it be?

Gospel Reading

In Peter confessing Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” Jesus gives him the authority to hold the keys
to the kingdom of heaven. How do you use authority in
your life?
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-BL. SOLANUS CASEY
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